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PREFACE 


This  is  a  preliminary  report  on  ownership  of  land  in  the  Great  Plains, 
Its  purpose  is  to  present  the  principal  findings  of  the  survey  of  ownership 
made  in  the  10  Great  Plains  States  in  the  winter  of  19^7 -58 «  An  effort  was 
made  to  show  the  main  features  of  the  ownership  pattern  without  detailed 
analysis.  Later  reports  will  deal  in  greater  detail  with  the  topics  suggested 
here  and  vjith  portions  of  the  survey  not  reported  here.  Data  in  this  report 
are  preliminary  and  subject  to  revision. 

The  land  owiership  survej^  is  part  of  a  larger  research  project  including 
land  tenure,  farm  finance,  and  land  market  problems  in  the  Great  Plains 
carried  out  by  the  Farm  Economics  Research  Division,  Agricultural  Research 
Service,  The  ovjnership  survey  was  under  the  supervision  of,  and  this  report 
was  prepared  by,  vGene  Wunderlich  of  the  Farm  Economics  Research  Division, 

Special  acknowledgment  is  made  to  the  thousands  of  landovmers  who 
supplied  the  information  upon  which  the  study  reported  was  based. 
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lAND  OWNERSHIP  IN  THE  GREAT  PUINS 
A  Preliininary  Report 

HIGHLIGHTS  OF  FINDINGS 


Although  not  all  agricultural  land  in  the  10  Great  Plains  States  is 
privately  owned  (public  grazing  land,  for  instance),  99  percent  of  the 
privately  owned  land  is  in  some  agricultural  use. 

Corporations  make  up  less  than  1  percent  of  the  owners,  and  hold 
about  S   percent  of  the  farm  and  ranch  land  and  2  percent  of  the  total  value 
of  the  farm  and  ranch  land. 

The  husband  and  wife  combination  is  the  most  common  tjrpe  of  owner. 
Husbands  and  wives  own  either  jointljr  or  separately  49  percent  of  the  farm 
and  ranch  land.  Partnerships  other  than  husband  and  wife  own  another  20 
percent  of  the  farm  and  ranch  land. 

Nearly  30  percent  of  the  owners  are  65  or  older. 

Forty-five  percent  of  the  owners  do  not  live  on  any  of  their  farm  or 
ranch  land. 

1^33  than  half  of  the  owners  of  farm  and  ranch  land  in  the  Plains 
States  are  active  farmers  or  ranchers. 

Most  land  is  acquired  through  purchase  but  almost  a  fourth  of  the 
land  is  obtained  with  the  aid  of  gift  or  inheritance. 

Landlords— those  who  own  but  operate  none  of  their  land — make  up 
one- fourth  of  the  owners  and  own  one-fifth  of  the  land. 

The  average  ownership  unit  has  grown  from  570  acres  in  1945  to  643 
acres  in  195S. 

Although  there  were  fewer  owners  in  1958  than  in  1945,  there  was 
little  change  during  this  period  in  the  proportional  distribution  of  land 
among  those  who  own  land.  Ownership  is  little  or  no  more  concentrated 
among  the  owners  in  195^  than  among  the  owners  in  1945 • 


THE  BACKCmOUND 

More  than  a  million  people  hold  owiership  interests  in  the  550 
million  acres  of  farm  and  ranch  land  in  the  10  Great  Plains  States.  1/ 
In  the  follovdng  pages,  certain  information  about  this  land  and  its  owners 
is  presented.  This  report  deals  vdth  the  nature  and  importance  of  land 
o-wnership,  the  characteristics  of  owiers,  the  relation  of  ovmership  to 
operation  of  farms  and  ranches,  methods  of  acquiring  and  holding  land, 
and  the  concentration  of  land  ownership. 

VJhy  Is  the  Ovmership  of  Land  Important? 

The  way  in  which  land  is  held  and  the  persons  by  "whom  the  land  is 
owned  can  affect  significantly  the  distribution  and  production  of  wealth. 
In  agriculture,  for  example,  such  factors  as  absentee  ownership,  disper- 
sion of  land  holdings,  prolonged  estate  settlement,  mortgage  indebtedness, 
and  life  estates  can  affect  the  operation  and  management  of  farms  and 
ranches.  The  type  of  owner  and  the  method  of  holding  land  can  affect  the 
level  of  conservation  practices  on  farms.  The  residence  and  occupation 
of  the  owner  may  influence  construction  of  farm  improvements.  Farm  owners 
who  attempt  to  reduce  heavy  indebtedness  resulting  from  the  purchase  of 
land  are  often  unable  to  acquire  adequate  operating  capital  for  efficient 
operation  of  the  land. 

In  addition  to  the  effects  of  land  ownership  on  farm  and  ranch 
operation  and  management,  there  are  broader,  longer  term  issues  of 
importance.  How,  for  example,  are  present  patterns  of  o^mership  likely 
to  affect  the  distribution  of  ownership  in  the  future?  Is  farm  and  ranch 
ownership  becoming  more  or  less  difficxilt  for  the  young  operator?  VJhat 
are  the  opportunities  for  land  o\mership?  How  is  the  income  from  land 
distributed?  This  study  is  designed  to  show  where  ownership  rests — a  key 
factor  in  the  determination  of  how  the  land  is  used — and  how  the  benefits 
that  flow  from  the  land  are  distributed. 

Apart  from  the  strictly  economic  effects  are  the  social  consequences 
of  an  ownership  pattern.  Concentration  or  dispersion  of  land  holdings  and 
residence  and  occupation  of  owners  can  affect  schools,  roads,  local  busi- 
nesses and  governments,  and  community  development. 

The  ownership  pattern  is  critical  to  the  Plains  States  because 
the  climate  and  land  have  tended  to  encourage  the  type  of  farm  and  ranch 
operations  that  require  extensive  quantities  of  land.  The  high  level  of 
efficiency  that  characterizes  much  of  the  Great  Plains  agriculture  is  due 
partl;;^  to  the  ability  of  farms  and  ranches  to  combine  and  expand.  Unless 
the  system  of  ownership  is  flexible  and  adaptable  to  the  needs  of  the 
agriculture  of  the  area,  it  can  obstruct  efficient  production  and  affect 
the  well-being  of  all  the  people  of  the  Plains. 


l7  The  survey  upon  ^-Jhich  this  report  is  based  covers  the  entire  area  of 
Nofth  Dalcota,  South  Dakota,  Nebraska,  Kansas,  Oklahoma,  Texas,  Montana, 
Wyoming,  Colorado,  end  New  Mexico, 


T/Jhat  Is  CHmership  of  Land? 

Ovmership  of  a  parcel  of  land  is  never  absolute.  There  are 
restrictions  and  limitations  on  the  iise  of  land  as  well  as  certain 
privileges  that  are  granted  the  ovmer.  Each  right  that  an  owner 
possesses  is  like  a  stick  in  a  bundle;  ownership  of  land  is,  then,  a 
"bundle  of  rights."  The  bundles  of  rights  on  different  parcels  of  land 
vary  in  number  and  strength;  thej   are  distributed  in  different  ways 
between  one  person  and  another  and  between  individuals  and  society.  The 
result  is  that  ownership  of  each  parcel  of  land  is  a  unique  relationship 
between,  say,  owner,  creditor,  trespasser,  government,  contractor, 
employee,  tenant,  and  many  others  with  respect  to  a  particular  space. 
The  piece  of  paper  that  says  "title  to  such-and-such  acreage  of  ground" 
is  really  an  acknowledgment  by  the  rest  of  society  of  certain  privileges 
accorded  the  owner.  The  owner  must  abide  by  the  laws  of  use  that  apply 
to  the  land,  must  pay  taxes  if  required,  and  upon  payment  of  just 
compensation  must  return  the  land  to  society  if  it  is  legally  determined 
to  be  in  the  public  interest  that  he  do  so. 

Most  of  the  farm  and  ranch  land  in  the  Plains,  as  in  the  rest  of 
the  United  States,  is  privately  owned.  This  private  land  ownership  has 
been  given  two  important  economic  functions,  the  first  of  which  is 
assigning  responsibility  for  land  use.  The  underlying  assumption  of  a 
private  property  system  is  that  the  consequences  of  good  or  poor  land 
use  will  fall  upon  the  landowner.  To  be  sure,  this  does  not  always  happen 
in  practice  but,  in  the  long  run,  and  with  the  additional  guidance  of  laws, 
private  property  can  help  the  economy  to  move  in  the  direction  of  desired 
land  use.  The  second  important  function  of  private  ownership  of  land  is 
to  reduce  uncertainty  as  to  the  actions  of  others.  Private  property 
provides  the  basis  for  a  set  of  rules  that  permit  people  to  predict  the 
outcome  of  their  actions;  for  example,  a  producer  knows  he  can  complete  a 
production  process  without  interruption;  a  trespasser  knows  that  he  can 
be  subjected  to  certain  penalties  by  the  owner.  Private  property  is,  in 
a  sense,  a  set  of  rules  of  conduct  and  thus  permits  people  better  to 
predict  the  actions  of  others. 

mo   OWNS  THE  lAND  BI  THE  PIAINS  STATES? 

Public  and  Private  Ownership 

The  708  million  acres  of  land  in  the  10  Great  Plains  States 
represent  37  percent  of  the  area  of  the  United  States.  About  550  million 
acres  are  devoted  to  agricultural  uses.  The  Plains  States  thus  contain 
more  thaxi  47  percent  of  the  farm  and  ranch  land  in  the  United  States. 

The  proportions  of  rural  land  in  public  and  private  ownership  vary 
greatly  among  the  Plains  States.  Of  all  the  rural  land  in  the  10  States, 
75  percent  is  owned  by  private  individuals  or  organizations,  but  the' 
proportion  of  privately  owned  land  ranges  from  41  percent  in  New  Mexico 
to  99  percent  in  Kansas. 
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Much  of  the  rural  land  that  is  unsiiitable  for  agriciLLture  is  held 
by  Federal,  State,  or  local  government.  Except  for  publicly  owied  grazing 
lands,  virt\ially  all  of  our  farm  and  ranch  land  is  held  by  private  o-wners. 
Conversely,  nK>st  of  the  privately  owned  rural  land  is  used  for  farming  or 
grazing.  According  to  estimates  from  the  Great  Plains  Ownership  Survey, 
99  percent  of  the  rural  land  held  by  private  ovmers  is  in  farms  or  ranches. 

In  general,  the  ovmership  of  privately  held  land  is  "widely 
distributed  among  individuals,  including  husband-wife  and  other  partner- 
ships. Less  than  one  percent  of  the  owners  of  farm  and  ranch  land  in  the 
10  Plains  States  are  corporations.  But  as  most  corporate  ovmership  units 
are  large,  the  corporations  own  8  percent  of  the  privately  held  farm  and 
ranch  land.  Before  one  assumes  that  corporations  (which,  in  this  study, 
include  some  private  institutions)  ovm  a  disproportionate  share  of  the  farm 
and  ranch  land,  one  should  realize  that  much  of  this  land  is  in  areas  that 
contain  the  less  productive  land — grazing  areas,  for  example.  Individuals, 
as  distinguished  from  corporations,  own  about  89  percent  of  the  grazing 
land  but  96  percent  of  the  cropland  in  the  Plains  States.  Since  ownership 
of  the  more  valuable  land  rests  with  individuals,  the  corporations  own  just 
slightly  more  than  2  percent  of  the  value  of  farm  and  ranch  land. 

Because  ownership  of  so  much  of  the  farm  and  ranch  land  in  the 
Plains  States  resides  with  private  individuals,  most  of  this  report  is 
devoted  to  the  characteristics  and  patterns  of  holdings  of  this  group. 

Characteristics  of  Owners 

Ownership  of  farm  and  ranch  land  is  spread  among  many  people. 
However,  the  interests  in  this  land  are  not  equally  distributed.  It  is 
useful,  then,  to  identify  the  kinds  of  people  who  own  the  land  and  to  show 
how  much  and  what  kind  of  land  they  hold.  (Appendix  tables  7-12.) 

Number  of  owners.  -  According  to  estimates  derived  from  information 
obtained  in  the  ownership  survey,  rural  land  in  the  Great  Plains  States  is 
held  in  nearly  830,000  ownership  units.  This  is  an  estimate  not  of  all  the 
people  who  have  some  interest  in  the  land  but  of  the  number^ of  individuals 
or  groups  associated  with  a  unit  of  land.  A  group  of  owners  may  be  made  up 
of  husband  and  wife,  or  it  may  be  a  partnership,  an  estate,  or  a 
corporation. 

In  this  report,  the  term  "owner"  means  "ownership  unit."  Thus,  it 
includes  groups  of  owners  as  well  as  individual  owners.  Characteristics 
of  owners  exclusive  of  corporations  and  institutions  are  reported,  as  are 
those  of  the  principal  owner  when  more  than  one  was  reported  in  the  owner- 
ship unit.  In  order  to  eliminate  very  small  plots  of  land,  such  as  those 
containing  rural  residences,  small  businesses,  and  cottages,  lonits  of  less 
than  2.5  acres  were  excluded  from  the  estimates. 

The  number  of  people  with  some  interest  in  land  is  much  greater 
than  the  number  of  owners  (ownership  units).  V/ithout  counting  the 


indirect  interests  of  persons  through  corporations  and  credit  arrange- 
ments, at  least  I.4  million  people  have  some  direct  ownership  interest  in 
the  rural  land  of  the  Plains  States. 

All  except  14,000  of  the  830,000  rural  landovmers  hold  some  farm  or 
ranch  land.  Many  of  these  owners  are  raining  or  petroleum  companies, 
business  firms,  resorts,  and  rural  residents.  Those  owners  of  rural  land 
•who  own  no  farm  or  ranch  land  are  not  included  in  this  report. 

Type  of  owner.  -  Two  important  factors  that  affect  the  way  in  which 
land  is  used  and  transferred  are  the  legal  status  and  sex  of  the  owner. 
For  example,  legal  status — that  is,  vrtiether  the  owner  is  an  individual, 
partnership,  or  corporation — can  affect  the  way  in  which  farmland  changes 
hands  vriien  one  of  the  owners  dies  or  wishes  to  sell  his  interest.  Like- 
wise, the  sex  of  the  ovmer  may  affect  operation  of  the  farm,  transfer  of 
ownership,  or  the  farm  tenure  arrangement. 

By  far  the  most  common  way  in  which  farm  and  ranch  land  is  held 
is  by  husband  and  wife,  either  jointly  or  separately.  In  the  Great  Plains 
States,  this  form  of  ownership  represents  59  percent  of  the  ovmers, 
49  percent  of  the  farm  and  ranch  land,  and  56  percent  of  the  value  of 
farm  and  ranch  land.  Partnerships  are  involved  in  the  ownership  pattern 
of  11  percent  of  the  owners  who  own  20  percent  of  the  farm  and  ranch  land. 
Single  men  and  women  constitute  23  percent  of  the  owners,  and  hold  17  per- 
cent of  the  farm  and  ranch  land. 

Corporations  and  other  organizations,  which  represent  only  0.5 
percent  of  all  owners,  own  8  percent  of  all  farm  and  ranch  land. 
Corporations  engaged  primarily  in  agricultural  activities  are  a  mere 
0.2  percent  of  all  owners.  They  own  7  percent  of  the  acreage  and  less 
than  2  percent  of  the  value  of  all  farm  and  ranch  land. 

Age.  -  To  a  great  extent,  the  inheritance  and  capital-acquisition 
processes  are  reflected  in  the  age  structure  of  landowners.  Half  of 
the  owners  of  farm  and  ranch  land  in  the  Plains  States  are  between  U5 
and  6li  years  old.  They  a\m  $2  percent  of  the  acreage  and  53  percent  of 
the  value  of  farm  and  ranch  lando 

As  might  be  expected,  owners  tend  to  be  older  than  farm  operators. 
A  coiq)arison  of  the  ages  of  the  two  groins  is  useful  in  illustrating  the 
effects  of  inheritance  and  saving  in  the  land-acquisition  process. 

Figure  1,  which  shows  the  percentage  age  distribution  of  operators 
in  195U  (latest  data  available)  and  owners  in  19^Q,   provides  a  rough 
comparison  between  fann  and  ranch  operators  and  farai  and  ranch  owners. 
Part  of  the  increase  in  o^mership  of  the  land  operated  that  is  associated 
with  an  increase  in  age  is  due  to  a  steady  accumulation  of  assets 
throughout  the  lives  of  farm  operators.  But  part  of  this  association 
may  be  attributed  either  to  inheritance  or  to  purchase  of  land  from 
income  earned  in  some  nonfarm  enterprise. 
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Residence,  -  Do  landoxmers  live  on  their  farm   or  ranch  lands? 
According  to  the  survey,  a  large  percentage  of  the  o^mers  do  not  do  so. 
This  absentee  oimership  may  affect  the  way  in  which  the  land  is  operated 
and  transferred.  Farm   operators  who  do  not  live  on  their  farmland,  for 
example,  are  likely  to  carry  on  the  types  of  enterprises  that  do  not 
require  year-around  supervision.  Landlords  are  less  likely  to 
participate  actively  in  the  management  of  the  farm  if  they  do  not  live 
on  it.  Owners, in  general,might  be  more  inclined  to  sell  or  trade  land 
on  which  they  do  not  live. 

Of  the  landowners  ■v*xo  were  asked  the  question,  "Do  you  live  on 
any  of  your  farm  or  ranch  land?",  5U  percent  said,  "Yes;"  U5  percent 
said,  "No|"  and  1  percent  made  no  reply.  The  ovmers  who  said  that  they 
lived  on  their  farm  and  ranch  lands  held  5U  percent  of  the  acreage  of 
land  and  56  percent  of  the  value  of  land.  Some  of  the  oT-mers  -vAio  do 
not  live  on  their  farm  and  ranch  land  can  be  accounted  for  by  farmers 
and  ranchers  who  live  on  their  farms  only  during  the  peak  of  a  work 
season  or  who  commute  daily  from  their  residences  to  their  lands. 
But  most  absentee  omership  is  due  to  retired  persons  and  people  in 
nonfarm  occupations.  The  topic  of  absentee  landlords  is  discussed 
later  in  greater  detail, 

Occiyation,  -  The  inquiry  as  to  occupation  was  made  to  provide 
basic  data  for  studies  of  such  agricultural  problems  as  the  types  of 
rental  arrangement  needed  to  best  suit  various  kinds  of  tenants  and 
landlords;  the  effects  of  land  ov^nershd-p  on  types  of  farm  operation; 
the  location  and  degree  of  control  of  farm  and  ranch  operations  inside 
and  outside  agriculture;  and  the  flovx  of  management  experience,  capital, 
and  income  to  and  from  farms  and  ranches.  Figure  2  shows  the 
distribution  of  owners  and  of  land  by  occupation. 

Active  farmers  or  ranchers  are  the  predominant  type  of  land- 
owner but  they  represent  less  than  half — h$   percent — of  all  farm  and 
ranch  landoi'jners.  They  otm  62  percent  of  the  acreage  and  $Q   percent 
of  the  value  of  all  farm  and  ranch  lajid  in  the  10  Plains  States, 

The  business  and  professional  groi:?)  of  owners  constitutes  only 
9  percent  of  all  farm  and  ranch  landoi^mers.  This  group  holds  8 
percent  of  the  acreage  and  8  percent  of  the  value  of  the  farm  and  ranch 
land. 

Housewives,  laborers,  clerical  workers,  and  people  of 
miscellaneous  occjipations  combined  represent  more  than  25  percent  of 
the  owners  and  hold  16  percent  of  the  farm  and  ranch  land. 

About  l8  percent  of  the  oiimers  are  retired  persons,  two-fifths 
of  whan  had  been  farrfiers  or  ranchers.  Retirees  hold  Jh  percent  of 
the  farm  and  ranch  land. 

Although  leasing  arrangements  are  used  frequently  in  the  Plains, 
the  most  common  practice  is  for  farm  and  ranch  operators  to  oim  all  or 
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FARMLAND  OWNERS  AND  OPERATORS 

By  Age  Group,  Great  Plains  States 


Owners,  1958 
Operators,  1954 


65  &  OVE 


FARMLAND    INCLUDES    RANCHLAND 
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Figure  1 


FARMLAND  OWNERSHIP 

By  Occupation,  Great  Plains  States,  1958 
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Figure  2 


12 


part  of  their  land.  To  explain  further  the  relation  of  the  landowner 
to  the  operation  of  his  farm  or  ranch,  the  ownership  survey  asked 
whether  the  oTAner  operated  his  own  land,  rented  land  from  others,  or 
rented  to  others.  The  inforaiation  obtained  as  a  result  of  this 
question  is  included  in  the  following  section  on  tenure. 


TENURE  OF  FAR1   AMD  RAI^^CH  LANDOvJNERS 


Varied  tenure  arrangements  which  separate  the  landowner  and 
the  land  user  have  been  with  us  throughout  our  history  and  promise  to 
be  with  us  for  some  time  to  come.  There  are  significant  reasons  for 
this. 

The  foremost  reason  for  this  variety  of  tenure  arrangements  is 
our  tradition  of  private  property,  under  which  a  person  has  the  right 
to  hold  and  receive  the  benefits  from  a  resoxirce  even  though  he  does 
not  use  it  himself.  Under  this  system  of  private  property,  ovmers 
usually  have  the  right  to  transfer  oT-mership  to  whomever  they  vjish  by 
sale,  gift,  or  other  bequest.  As  not  all  persons  can  or  choose  to 
use  the  land  personally,  the  tenure  pattern  includes  those  who  own 
but  do  not  use  land  and  those  who  use  but  do  not  own  land. 

On  the  economic  side,  the  separation  of  OTmership  and  use 
results  because  those  with  the  energy,  ability,  and  other  resources 
needed  may  not  always  be  persons  who  have  the  coital  necessary  to 
acquire  ovmership.  Conversely,  not  all  those  who  are  able  to  obtain 
ownership  have  the  capacity  to  put  it  into  its  highest  economic  use. 
Thus  through  inheritance,  freedom  of  disposal,  and  limitations  on 
capital,  we  have  a  separation  of  OT^niership  and  use.  As  sho'i^  in 
figure  3j  this  separation  of  ovmership  and  use  varies  among  the  States, 
Differences  in  the  separation  of  ownership  and  use  can  also  be 
attributed  to  the  type  of  farming,  the  age  and  occupation  of  the  owner, 
and  the  size  of  the  tract  of  land  owned. 


Land  Ownership  and  Farm  or  Ranch  Operation 


In  the  Great  Plains  survey,  owners  are  classified  into  five 
tenure  groups  on  the  basis  of  the  way  in  which  their  farm  and  ranch 
land  is  operated: 

(1)  Full-owner-operators— those  who  own  all  the  land  they 

operate  and  operate  all  the  land 
they  own; 

(2)  Part-O'/jner-operators — those  who  operate  all  the  land  they 

OTvn  and  rent  additional  land  from 
others j 


13 


CO 


OS 

<  ^ 

<  5 


O  2 


o 


a 
O 

c 

o 


o 

E 
a 


o 


a.     ■:: 


o 
a 

O 

< 
o 


c 
O 


(D 

C 


^^  Ov     ^ 

N.  00   oo 

6  6  o 

K  00   o^ 


LU 

u 
> 

m 
l/> 

X 

u 

< 

ai 
to 
m 


< 

H 
_l 

U 

o 

< 


o 

CM 


< 

i^ 
ui 

Q 

■J 
o 

Q 

z 

q: 

-^ 
u. 


o 

UJ 

z 


UJ 


3 

u 

Of 

o 
< 

u. 
o 


< 

CL 
UJ 
Q 


14 


(3)  Part-owner-operator-landlords — those  who  rent  land  to  and 

from  others  in  addition  to  operating 
at  least  some  of  their  ovm  land; 

(k)  Full-owner-operator-landlords — those  who  rent  to  others 

and  operate  some  of  their  own  land; 

(5)  Landlords — those  who  operate  none  of  the  land  they  owno 

Full-ovjner-operators,   who  constitute  about  two-fifths  of  all 
oxmers,  make  up  the  largest  groi^),   and  landlords  are  second  with 
about  a  fourth  of  the  owners.     In  terms  of  the  quantity  of  land  owned, 
however,  the  inportance  of  the  various  tenure  classes  is  more  evenly 
distributed.     Full-owner  and  part-owner-operators  each  own  about  one- 
fourth  of  the  fam   and  ranch  land  in  the  Plains,  while  landlords  own 
about  one -fifth  of  the  land.     The  remaining  land  is  divided  almost 
equally  between  part-owner-operator-landlords  and  full-owner-operator- 
landlords.     Table  1  shows  hovx  owners,  land,   and  value  of  land  are 
distributed  among  the  five  tenure  groups. 

There  are  major  differences  in  the  proportions  of  owners  and 
land  owned  in  the  tenure  groi^js  among  States,     In  New  Mexico,  for 
example,   85  percent  of  the  ovmers  operate  at  least  some  of  the  land 
they  own,  whereas  in  Kansas  only  about  65  percent  of  the  owners 
operate  any  or  all  of  the  land  they  own.     In  these  two  States,  land 
oxmed  follows  about  the  same  proportion.     In  general,  the  proportion 
of  owners  who  are  landlords  is  greater  in  North  Dakota,  South  Dakota, 
Nebraska,   and  Kansas  than  in  the  other  States,     This  is  true  also  of 
the  proportion  of  land  ovmed  by  landlords  in  these  four  States,     In 
Texas  also,   landlords  own  a  relatively  large  proportion  (23  percent) 
of  the  farm  and  ranch  land. 


Farms  or  Ranches  Per  Owner 


We  know  that  many  farmers  and  ranchers  use  land  belonging  to 
several  owners,     Likev/ise,   owners  of  land  not  only  use  their  own  land 
in  their  farm  and  ranch  operations  but  rent  out  land  to  one  or  several 
people,   or  to  conplicate  the  situation  even  more,   they  rent  land  frcan 
others,     A  section  of  the  ownership  survey  was  designed  to  show  how 
ownership  units  are  related  to  operating  units   (See  table  2)» 

Of  all  the  owners  in  the  Great  Plains,   77  percent  have  their 
land  operated  as  all  or  part  of  a  single  farm  or  ranch — that  is,  the 
owner  either  faims  all  his  land  himself  or  rents  it  all  to  one  tenant. 
The  land  of  each  of  15  percent  of  the  owners  is  fai^med  by  2  operators — 
either  by  an  ovmer  and  a  tenant  or  by  2  tenants.     The  land  of  8 
percent  of  the  owners  is  similarly  operated  in  3  or  more  farms. 

The  large  proportion  of  omers  with  only  one  farm  is  due  to  the 
large  number  of  owners  who  farm  all  the  land  they  own  or  rent  out  all 
their  land  to  one  tenant. 
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Table  1.-  Percentage  distribution  of  owners,  acres,  and  value,  by  tenure  of  fann  and  ranch  land 

owner.  Great  Plains,  19^8 


Tenure  of  farm  and  ranch  land  owner 


Percentage  distribution  of- 


Farm  and  ranch  land 


:  Owners  : 
t  t 
:       t 


Total 
acres 


Crop- 
land 


:  Value  of 
:  farm  and 


Grazing  Other       .  ,   , 

-  J  »  n   J  t   ranch  land 

land  land 

:        : 


Full-owner-operators . 

Part-oimer-operators  — 

Fart-owner-operator-landlords- 
Full -owner-operator-landlords ■ 
Landlords 


Percent    Percent  Percent  Percent  Percent       Percent 


39 

25 

22 

25 

38 

27 

19 

27 

20 

32 

16 

22 

k 

lU 

10 

16 

10 

10 

12 

111 

20 

11 

21 

19 

26 

20 

28 

16 

15 

22 

Table  2,-  Owners  classified  by  tenure,  with  percentage  distribution  by  number  of  farms 

ovrtied.   Great  Plains,   1958 


Tenure  of  farm  and  ranch 
land  owner 


Number  of  farms  1/ 


•  U  to 


9  or  more 


All  owners : 

Full-owner-operators 

Part-owner-operators 

Part-owner-operator-landlords- 

Full-oX'Jner-operator-landlords 

Landlords ■ 


1/    Farms  or  parts  of  fanns. 
2/    Not  applicable. 


Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

77 

15 

5 

3 

0.3 

100 

2/ 

2/ 

2/ 

2/ 

100 

2/ 

2/ 

2/ 

2/ 

2/ 

66 

21 

12 

0.6 

2/ 

68 

20 

11 

1.0 

68 

20 

6 

5 

.6 
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Landlords 


Because  the  Census  of  Agriculture  and  other  sources  of  information 
about  agriculture  normally  concentrate  on  farm  operators,  special 
attention  was  given  in  this  o'^inership  survey  to  ovmers  of  faim  or  ranch 
land  iriio  are  not  farm  or  ranch  operators — the  group  classified  here  as 
"landlords,"  In  addition  to  reporting  something  of  the  characteristics 
of  landlord.s,  an  atteit^Dt  is  made  to  indicate  their  relat:  onship  to  the 
land  they  ovm.   and  the  experience  they  have  had  in  agricultureo 

As  shovm  earlier,  ovjners  as  a  group  tend  to  be  older  than 
operators.  Much  of  this  age  differential  can  be  accounted  for  by  the 
seniority  of  landlords.  Survey  estimates  shov;  that  about  73  percent 
of  the  landlords  are  55  years  old  or  older  and  that  U9  percent  are 
65  or  more.  Landlords  represent  26  percent  of  all  owners,  but  they 
constitute  3U  percent  of  the  owners  $$   years  old  and  older  and  U2 
percent  of  those  65  years  old  and  oldero 

The  age  of  landlords  is  closely  related  to  occupation.  The 
survey  shows,  for  example,  that  more  than  37  percent  of  the  landlords 
are  retired.  To  a  certain  extent,  these  retirees  become  landlord.s  as 
a  final  step  in  their  farming  or  ranching  activities j  more  than  Ul 
percent  of  the  retired  landlords  reported  that  their  main  occupation 
had  been  farming  or  ranching <, 

Among  active  occupations,  the  greatest  concentration  of  landlords 
is  in  the  "other  unspecified"  groi;^)  which,  in  general,  would  include 
also  laborers  and  part-time  workers.  The  miscellaneous  class  of 
nonretired  owners  contained  21  percent  of  all  landlords  and  38  percent 
of  those  who  reported  some  active  occupation.  Business  and  professional 
occupations  are  characteristic  of  only  about  13  percent  of  the  landlords 
who  rent  out  farm  and  ranch  land,  Ovmers  who  classified  themselves  as 
housewives  were  considered  active  (that  is,  not  retired),  and  this 
group  made  up  16  percent  of  the  landlords  (or,  properly,  landladies). 

Although  by  definition  landlords  do  not  themselves  operate  farms 
or  ranches,  they  can  influence  significantly  the  way  in  which  their 
land  is  used.  From  their  ages  and  occupations  we  have  seen  that  many 
landlords  probably  cannot  or  choose  not  to  engage  in  the  actual 
operations  of  their  farms,  but  that  many  of  them  have  had  years  of 
fanning  or  ranching  experience  vihich  is  available  to  their  renters. 

Residence  on  or  off  the  farmland  and  number  of  visits  to  the 
land  were  used  in  this  survey  as  indicators  of  the  owner's  closeness  ,of 
association  with  the  land.  These  indicators  do  not  show  actual 
participation  in  farmv7ork  by  owners,  but  they  may  indicate  the 
possibility  of  participation  or  personal  attention. 
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To  the  question,  "Do  you  live  on  your  farmland?",  only  19 
percent  of  the  landlords  said,  "Yes,"  As  might  be  expected,  an  even 
smaller  proportion  of  landlords  in  business  and  professional  occupations 
reside  on  the  farmland  they  own^  only  6  percent  of  these  ox-mers  live 
on  their  farmland.  But  more  than  37  percent  of  the  retired  farmers 
live  on  the  farmland  they  own* 

Landlords  who  were  not  living  on  their  land  were  asked,  "How 
many  times  in  the  past  12  months  did  you  visit  your  farm  or  ranch  land?" 
Of  those  who  replied,  29  percent  either  did  not  visit  their  land  at  all 
or  visited  it  only  once©  About  30  percent  of  the  landlords  visited 
their  land  from  2  to  9  times  during  the  12  months*  Thus,  more  than 
kO  percent  of  the  landlords  visited  their  farm  or  ranch  land  10  or  more 
times  in  the  preceding  year.  About  11  percent  of  the  landlords 
averaged  one  or  more  visits  per  week  to  their  land. 


Income  Frcxn  Rented  Land 


The  classification  of  landlords  on  the  basis  of  farm   operation 
is  not  satisfactory  for  all  purposes.  For  exait^jle,  many  persons  who 
rent  land  to  others  also  carry  on  farm,   operations  to  a.  limited  extent. 
Are  such  persons  mainly  landlords  or  mainly  farm  operators?  To  make 
such  a  distinction,  the  question,  "Is  land  rented  to  others  your 
principal  source  of  income?"  was  asked.  About  16  percent  of  the  owners 
in  the  survey  said  that  land  rentals  were  their  main  source  of  income. 
Cf  these  owners,  55  percent  were  retired.  More  than  three-fourths  of 
these  retirees  were  former  farmers. 


HOW  FAm-l  MJD   RANCH  LAND  WAS  ACQUIRED 


The  opportunity  to  own  some  farm  and  ranch  land  in  the  Great 
Plains  came  in  different  ways  to  different  people.  To  more  than  63 
percent  of  the  present  owners,  opportunity  to  own  the  land  meant 
"buy  it,"  Not  all  owners  found  purchase  necessary,  however,  as  17 
percent  were  given  or  inherited  all  of  their  land  and  an  additional 
17  percent  were  given  or  inherited  part  of  their  holdings.  The 
remaining  3  percent  of  the  owners  acquired  their  land  without  gift  or 
inheritance  through  such  means  as  homesteading  and  foreclosure© 

Even  for  some  of  those  who  bought  their  land,  unique  opportunities 
to  acquire  land  may  have  resulted  from  relationship  to  the  sellers. 
About  15  percent  of  the  farm  and  ranch  land  acquired  through  purchase 
was  bought  by  the  present  owners  from  relatives.  Although  the  price 
of  the  land  need  not  be  affected  by  relationship  of  the  buyer  and 
seller,  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  such  a  relationship  might  at 
least  provide  the  buyer  with  better  knowledge  of  the  opportunity  to  buy. 
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Of  the  farm  and  ranch  land  that  was  identified  by  method  of 
acquisition,  76  percent  was  purchased,  3  percent  was  received  as  a 
gift,  17  percent  was  inherited  in  full  or  in  part,  and  3  percent  was 
inherited  in  part  with  purchase  of  the  remaining  interests.  One 
percent  of  the  land  was  acquired  through  other  means. 

The  method  by  wbjLch  land  was  acquired  depended  to  a  certain 
extent  upon  the  type  of  owner.  Single  women,  for  exanple,  were  given 
or  inherited  an  interest  in  h9  percent  of  the  f anu  and  ranch  land  they 
held.  But  single  men  acquired  only  17  percent  of  their  land  in  this 
way.  Much  of  the  high  proportion  of  "inherited"  land  held  by  single 
vTomen  is  probably  acquired  thjrough  widowhood o 

Husband-wife  owners,  who  hold  nearly  three-fifths  of  the  farm. 
and  randi  land,  acquired  82  percent  of  their  land  through  purchase. 
Of  the  land  owned  by  husbands  and  wives,  70  percent  was  pujrchased 
from  nonrelatives. 

Owners  who  rent  out  their  land  are  more  likely  to  have  inherited 
it  than  those  who  operate  their  land  themselves.  In  table  3,  it  may  be 
noted  that  about  29  percent  of  the  landlords  inherited  all  the  land 
they  own,  whereas  only  17  percent  of  all  owners  combined  inherited  all 
the  land  they  own.  The  relatively  high  proportion  of  landlords  who 
have  inherited  all  their  land  may  come  about  because  landlords  are 
older  and  are  more  frequently  wcmen  than  men.  Age  exposes  one  to 
inheritance  possibilities  for  a  longer  period  of  time,  and  women  are 
less  likely  than  men  to  operate  their  farms  themseli'^s. 


METHOD  OF  HOLDH^G 


Many  people  besides  the  owner  may  have  an  interest  in  his  land 
(table  U)o  Mortgagees,  partners,  heirs,  and  sellers  are  examples  of 
parties  with  certain  rights  which  reduce  the  control  of  the  oT-mer  to 
do  with  his  land  exactly  as  he  pleases.  Broadly  peaking,  an 
individual's  rights  in  property  are  limited  in  two  ways:  (1)  by  those 
rights  reserved  by  society  (for  exanple,  taxes  and  rights-of-way);  and 
(2)  by  those  which  the  oi^mer  or  previous  oi^er  contracts  away*  The 
discussion  under  "method  of  holding"  is  confined  to  some  of  the 
limitations  of  the  latter  type* 

In  the  Great  Plains  ownership  survey,  method  of  holding  was 
broken  into  three  grovps — sole  o^mership,  undivided  interest  in  plural 
ownership,  and  life  estates. 

Sole  ot-?nership_  in  this  survey  refers  to  single  or  husband-vrife 
owners  who  hold  the  most  conplete  interest  in  land.  Sole  oiimership  is 
further  divided  into  three  subgroups — mortgaged,  p\ir chase  contract 
(contract  for  deed),  and  fully  owned  (unencumbered)^  Plural  oT-mership, 
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Table  3. -Owners  of  farm  and  ranch  land  classified  by  tenure,  with  percentage  distribution  by  method 

of  acquisition.  Great  Plains,  19^8 


Method  of  acquisition 


All 
owners 


Pall-   :   Part- 


owner- 
op  eratoKs: 


owner- 
operatoiB ; 


Part- 
owner- 
operator- 
landlords 


Full-  * 


owner-  * 


operator- 
landlords  ' 


i   Landlords 


Purchase  only 

Gift  or  inheritance  only- 


:  Percent    Percent    Percent    Percent    Percent   Percent 
■i       6U      71       76       58       55      5o 
lU       6       12       18      2? 


Gift  or  inheritance  plus 
purchase  or  other  method- 


Other  methods  and  combinations  -t 
without  gift  or  inheritance : 


17 

17 

3 


13 
2 


16 


29 


25 
2 


17 
3 


Note,-  Percentages  may  not  add  to  100  because  of  rounding. 


Table  U»-Farm  and  ranch  land  classified  by  method  of  oimership,  vath  percentage  distribution 

by  tenure  of  owner.  Great  Plains,  1958 


Method  of  ownership 


t 
t_ 

* 

t 
t 
t 

Percentage  of 

land  by  tenure 

All 

owners 

Full- 
owners- 
operators 

: 
: 
t 

• 
• 

Part- 
oxjners- 
operators 

Part-owner- 
operator- 
landlords 

-| Full-owner-' 

•  operator- 

•  landlords   * 

•  t 

Landlords 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

77 

26 

28 

13 

lU 

20 

21 

28 

la 

12 

11 

8 

2 

32 

39 

13 

16 

25 

$3 

2U 

22 

13 

16 

25 

19 

18 

27 

20 

16 

19 

h 

21 

3U 

15 

11 

19 

Solely  owned: 

Mortgaged — 

Purchase  contract 

Fully  owned 

Partnership  and  estates- 
Life  estates- — 


Note,-  Percentages  may  not  add  to  100  because  of  rounding. 
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such  as  partnership  or  an  estate,  permits  an  owner  to  have  a  part 
interest  in  land  in  x^rhich  he  shares  owiership  with  others.     Life  estate 
refers  to  land  which  the  owner  controls  during  his  or  her  lifetime  but 
which  he  cannot  x-d.ll,   sell,   trade,   or  otherwise  transfer.     The  life 
estate  is  frequently  used  to  provide  for  a  x^dow  during  her  lifetime, 
then  to  transfer  the  land  automatically  to  an  assignee  upon  her  death. 

Very  little  farm  and  ranch  land — less  than  U  percent— and  very 
few  oT^mers — less  than  1  percent — are  included  in  the  life  estate 
category, 

ALmost  one-fifth  of  the  farm  and  ranch  land  is  held  in  partner- 
ships or  estates.     An  interest  in  a  partnership  or  estate  is  held  by 
about  6  percent  of  the   owners,   and  another  5  percent  have  an  interest 
in  a  partnership  or  estate  in  addition  to  sole  oxmership  of  some  other 
land,     I'lhen  these  forms  of  plural  ownership  are  considered,   it  is 
apparent  that  the  sinple  concept  of  a  single  ox^'mer  is  not  an  adequate 
description  of  the  dispersion  of  interests  in  land.     Land  oxmership  is 
spread  among  many  more  persons  than  a  coxmt  of  units  of  land  reveals, 

Even  sole  oi-^nership,   hox>rever,  may  include  the  interests  of  other 
persons,     A  mortgage-encumbered  omership  involves  the  conditional 
transfer  of  interests  betxreen  mortgagor  and  mortgagee.     The  purchase 
contract,  too,  involves  the  reservation  of  rights  by  the  seller  or  the 
conditional  transfer  of  rights  to  the  buyer.     Although  the  interests 
of  mortgagees  and  sellers  under  purchase  contract  are  what  might  be 
called  "indirect,"  they  can  have  inportant  effects  upon  the  way  the 
land  is  used  and  upon  the  income  and  security  of  the  oxmer.     The 
ox-jnership  sxLvey  shox^red  that  of  the  solely  oxvned  land,    28  percent  was 
mortgaged  and  3  percent  was  held  under  purchase  contract. 

Although  a  mortgage  may  cover  only  part  of  an  owner's  land, 
rights  in  all  of  his  land  are  affected  to  a  certain  extent.     In  general, 
and  xrf.th  certain  limitations,   if  the  value  of  an  ox^gner's  property  is 
inadequate  to  meet  the  obligation  involved  in  a  foreclosed  mortgage^ 
his  other  property  might  be  attached  for  pa2'ment  of  the  deficiency. 
Thus  the  limitation  of  interests  by  the  ox-mer  in  his  mortgaged  property 
cannot  be  measured  entirely  by  the  acreage  involved  in  the  mortgage, 
Landovmers  with  mortgages  on  at  least  part  of  their  lands  held  1|0  percent 
of  the  acreage  and  39  percent  of  the  value  of  all  faira  and  ranch  land  in 
the  Plains, 

Regardless  of  method  of  ownership,   interests  in  land  are  vridely 
distributed.     In  considering  the  ownership  pattern,   one  must  keep  in 
mind  the  qualifications  imposed  by  debts  for  which  the  land  is  used  as 
security,   interests  of  partners,  reservations  by  sellers,   separations  of 
mineral  rights,   covenants,   and  easements.     This  is  why,   early  in  this 
report,  we  distinguished  between  ox-mers  and  a  larger  number  of  "persons 
vjith  an  ownership  interest,"     The  latter  grotgj  separated  husbands, 
vjives,   and  individuals  in  partnerships  or  estates  but  did  not  include 
mortgagees  and  sellers  xmder  purchase  contract. 
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THE  CONCENTRATION  OF  LAND  OWERSHIP  IN  THE  PLAINS  STATES 

The  Distribution  of  Land  Ownership 

We  have  already  seen  that  the  farm  and  ranch  land  of  the  Great 
Plains  is  widely  distributed  among  an  estimated  830,000  o-wners.  The 
ownership  of  this  land  is  not  equally  divided  among  these  ovmers. 
There  are  a  few  very  large  units  and  many  very  small  units.  One  may 
note  table  5.  Well  over  half  of  the  ownership  units,  however,  are  what 
might  be  called  "medium-sized,"  that  is,  they  range  between  139  and 
1,000  acres. 

The  average  unit  of  farm  and  ranch  land  owned  in  the  Great  Plains 
contains  61+3  acres.  State  averages  vary  widely,  however-from  356  acres 
in  Oklahoma  to  2,092  acres  in  Wyoming,  The  ownership  units  are 
distributed  according  to  size  so  that  about  20  percent  are  above  and 
8o  percent  are   below  the  average-sized  unit. 

Although  a  large  proportion  of  the  owners  hold  units  smaller 
than  the  average-sized  unit,  most  of  the  farm  and  ranch  land  is  contained 
in  the  large  units,  %)proximately  7^  percent  of  faim  and  ranch  land  is 
in  units  above  and  25  percent  of  the  farm  and  ranch  land  in  units 
below  the  average-sized  ownership  unit© 

Size  is  not  always  measured  in  acres  alone.  Quality  of  the  soil, 
rainfall,  tenqjerature ,  and  other  resources  used  in  combination  with 
land  are  all  inportant  in  specifying  a  unit's  "productivity  size," 
We  are >  concerned  in  this  report  mainly  with  an  accounting  of  the  total 
number  of  acres  of  farm  and  ranch  land  and  in  this  section  of  the 
report  with  the  distribution  of  these  acres.  But  productivity  size  is 
not  ignored  entirely,  and  attention  has  also  been  given  to  value,  which 
is  an  important  indicator  of  land's  capacity  to  produce. 

The  value  of  farm  and  ranch  land  is  more  evenly  distributed  than 
is  the  acreage.  Only  about  55  percent  of  the  value  of  farro  and  ranch 
land  is  contained  in  units  averaging  larger  than  6ii3  acres. 

Why  does  size  of  holding  vary  so  greatly,  and  why  is  so  much 
of  the  land  concentrated  in  the  larger  units?  Part  of  the  reason  is 
simply  that  sane  farmers  and  ranchers  have  bigger  operations  than 
their  neighbors.  However,  much  of  the  difference  in  size  of  ownership 
\init  throughout  the  Plains  is  accounted  for  by  differences  in  types  of 
agriculture  and  in  types  of  land.  Thus  the  small  units  tend  to  be  used 
intensively  for  farming  and  the  large  units  extensively  for  ranching. 
We  can  see  this  from  table  5,  in  which  we  note  that  only  one-fourth  of 
the  cropland  but  two-thirds  of  the  grazing  land  is  in  ownership  units 
of  2,000  acres  and  over. 

The  kinds  of  ovjners  who  hold  the  larger  units  can  be  seen  in 
part  by  coirparing  the  average  size  of  ownership  units  of  various 
occipations,  as  in  figure  U,  and  types  of  owners.  Of  the  noncorporation 
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FARMLAND  PER  OWNER 

By  Occupation,  Great  Plains  States,  1958 

Active: 

flUHHIBil    365  ACRES 

^^..rn                                  ^^^^^^^^^^^^1     ono    Arnc< 

Retired: 

NONFARMER  |m|||||^^^^^^    406 

AVERAGE    SIZE    OF    FARMLAND.    INCLUDING    RANCHLAND 

U.S.    DEPARTMENT    OF     AGRICULTURE                                                                      NEC.    59(4)-26dI        AGRICULTURAL    RESEARCH    SERVICE 

Figure  4 


ovmers  who  reported  occupations,  active  fanners  had  the  largest  units. 
Corporations  had  much  larger  average  holdings,  but  they  represent  a 
very  small  number  of  owners  and  they  ovm  about  8  percent  of  the  total 
fann  and  ranch  land© 

Is  LcJid  Ownership  Becoming  ?fore  Concentrate d? 

The  1958  ownership  survey  was  coirgjared  with  a  similar  survey 
made  in  19U5  to  determine  changes  in  the  degree  of  concentration.  Any 
increase  in  concentration  of  ownership  was  slight.  This  is  why. 

It  may  be  assumed,  first,  that  the  total  number  of  farm  and 
ranch  land  owners  in  the  10  Great  Plains  States  has  decreased  because 
estimates  show  an  increase  in  the  average  size  of  ovnersMp  units  of 
.  farm  and  ranch  land  from  570  acres  in  19U5  to  6U3  acres  in  1958  with 
no  appreciable  change  in  total  area  of  agricultiiral  land.  However, 
oxraership  is  still  distributed  among  800,000  to  900,000  owners 
(ovmership  units),  A  more  meaningful  con^Daidson,  then,  is  one  that 
shows  hov;  the  land  was  distributed  among  the  ovaiers  in  19U5  and  among 
the  ovmers  in  1958,  To  make  this  comparison,  the  concentration  curve 
(fig,  5)  3Lnd   the  concentration  percentages  (table  6)  are   useful. 

The  concentration  curve  shows  tne  percentage  of  land  ov/ned  by 
a  given  percentage  of  ovmers.  In  figure  5,  for  exanple,  the  50  percent 
of  the  ovmers  with  the  smallest  holdings  ovmed  about  8  percent  of  the 
acreage  and  11  percent  of  the  value  of  farm  and  ranch  land  in  1958, 
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Table  5«-  Percentage  distribution  of  owners,  farm  and  ranch  land,  and  value  of 
holdings,  by  size  of  ownership  unit,  Great  Plains,  19^8 


Size  of 
ownership 
unit 
(acres) 

i                     ', 
i                    i 
:  Owners  ! 

Farm  and  ranch  land 

,^-    \     Crop-   *  Grazing  *  Other 
\     land   \     land   *  land 

Value 

1  JiQ 

!  Percent   Percent   Percent   Percent   Percent    Percent 

i   lu         1/       y        1/        2          3 

19       3       U       2       6        6 
!   2I4       7      12       U      11       13 
!   20       11       20        7       15        18 
!   13       lU       22       10       16        19 
!    6       13       17       10       13       lU 
3       15       13       16       13       12 
1        in                     <                   Ti                     7          A 

c^n-i  "^0 « 

pU— j._3y  — ____ — -  — , 

IIlO-2'^9 

pAo-.1iQq -__- 

^no-OQO— --.- ' 

PUU— 777---— --------- < 

1  nno_i  000 — 

±jUUU—X,  777-------- 

2  nnn_)i  qqq • 

t^  nnn-Q  qoo— . -_._—' 

10,000  or  more ! 

1 

27        7       37       17 

9 

1/  Less  than  0,05  percent. 

Note,-  Percentages  may  not  add  to  100  because  of  rounding. 

Table  6,-  Percentage  of  concentrations  Acreages  and  value  of  farmland.  Great  Plains 

States,  19U5  and  1958 


State 


Percentage  concentration  of-l/ 


Acreage 


Value 


19U5 


1958 


19ii5 


1958 


North  Dakota- 
South  Dakota- 
Nebraska — 

Kansas 

Oklahoma 

Texas 

Montana- 

Wyoming- 

Colorado 

New  Mexico — 


Percent 

Percent 

U5 

Percent 

Percent 

U3 

uu 

U5 

U9 

58 

U2 

k9 

63 

63 

U6 

19 

52 

5U 

U6 

52 

62 

61 

59 

60 

73 

75 

6U 

66 

60 

69 

53 

61 

70 

78 

57 

63 

68 

73 

56 

60 

7k 

82 

62 

69 

Great  Plains 


67 


69 


56 


60 


1/  Percentages  of  concentration  range  from  0  to  100,  The  higher  the  percentage  of 
concentration  the  greater  the  amount  of  land  (or  value)  held  by  the  largest  landowners, 
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As  an  additional  exanple,  the  $  percent  of  omers  having  the  largest 
holdings  ovm  53  percent  of  the  acreage  and  36  percent  of  the  value  of 
farm  and  ranch  land  in  1958o  A  study  (figo  5)  shovjs  that  the  more 
the  concentration  curve  bends  downward  away  from  the  diagonal  center 
line  the  greater  is  the  degree  of  concentration.  That  is,  the  figure 
shows  that  the  ownership  of  lajid  is  more  equally  divided  in  terms  of 
value  than  in  terms  of  acreage. 
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Figure  5  shows  a  very  slight  increase  in  concentration  between 
19h^   and  1958o  The  change  is  so  small,  in  fact,  that  if  accuracy  of 
the  estimates  is  taken  into  account,  we  cannot  say  that  there  was  any 
increase  in  concentrationo 

Concentration  may  be  expressed  also  in  teims  of  special  measures 
expressed  as  percentages,  A  higher  percentage  means  a  higher  degree  of 
concentration.  Zero  would  be  ccmplete  equality;  that  is,  all  owners 
would  own  exactly  the  same  amount  of  land*  In  table  6,  concentration 
percentages  are  shown  for  each  of  the  10  Tire  at  Plains  States  for 
acreage  and  value  in  both  19U5  and  19$8,  Land  ownership  is  least 
concentrated  in  North  Dakota  (both  acreage  and  value  h$  percent)  and 
most  concentrated  in  New  Mexico  (acreage  82  percent,  value  69  percent). 
For  the  Plains  as  a  whole,  the  increases  in  concentration  shovm  by 
percentages  are  slight,  as  indicated  by  the  curve.  As  in  the  case  of 
the  curve,  the  increases  in  concentration  shown  by  the  percentage 
estimates  are  so  small  that  we  cannot  say  that^in  factp there  was  an 
increase  in  concentration  of  faim  and  ranch  land  ovmership. 
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Table  12,— Percentage  of  owners  living  on  farms,  acreages  owned,  and  value 
of  farm  and  ranch  land,  Great  Plains  States,  19^8 


State 


Owners  living 
on  f anns 


Acreages 
of  land 


Value 
of  land 


Colorado 

Kansas 

Montana • 

Nebraska 

New  Mexico 

North  Dakota 

Oklahoma •- 

South  Dakota 

Texas- 

Wyoming 

Great  Plains — ■ 


Percent 


58.2 


52.U 
53<.2 
5Uo2 
50,0 
56oO 
59o3 

52„2 
5U.7 
5Uo2 


Percent 
6loO 

U5.9 
67.7 
58.U 
63.0 
62.9 
50,7 
63o7 
U2.3 
69«6 

5i;.l 


Percent 
65.5 

52.7 

69.0 

55.1; 

67.8 

65.7 

57.3 

6I4.I 

ii9.6 

72„8 

56.3 
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